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Fall 2011

WCSA AlumNEWS
Jan Rinke Muecke ’58: An attitude for adventure

—by Courtney Driessen ’12, Blooming Prairie

Janaleen “Jan” Rinke
Muecke ’58 has always had an
adventurous spirit. Involvement
in school, work, family, and
church partnered with an everpresent desire to do and see new
things has propelled many of the
adventures in her life.
As a student at WCSA,
Muecke from
Muecke participated in every
1958 Moccasin
activity she possibly could: she
wrote for the yearbook, played volleyball, participated
in the assembly committee, was homecoming queen,
held a part in the senior class play, and cheered on the
Aggies as a cheerleader. Cheering for the Aggies
continues to be one her fondest memories. “I still have
my cheerleading dress in a box in the attic,” she says.
For a special treat at her 50th class reunion, she pulled
it out for a few ra-ra-ras.
The adventure continued after WCSA graduation.
She had been encouraged by one of her mentors,
teacher Wes Gray, to attend college, but Muecke knew
that she was meant to travel. She enrolled at Humboldt
Institute, a travel and airline school in Minneapolis.
While attending the
institute, she secured
her first job with
Northwest Airlines.
She graduated at the
top of the class from
Northwest Airlines
reservation school.
For the next 24
years, Muecke moved
through various jobs in
the travel industry. She
Queen Jan and
King Fergy, E. Paul
Ferguson ’58.

married and began a family, settling her constantly
changing career in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. She
continued her education and obtained her certification
as a travel counselor. For a few years, as her children
began school, Muecke worked for a local travel agency,
but in 1982 that same adventurous spirit called for a
big change.
Appropriately named to match Muecke’s spirit,
“Destinations Unlimited” travel agency was created.
The agency thrived under Muecke’s careful hand. In
2000, Destinations Unlimited was bought out by
another agency, the same agency at which Muecke
worked when her children began school. Muecke says,
“It was a difficult move, because I had a great agency,
and great employees. But it was time to move on.”
Muecke stayed under contract until 2007 when
she retired.
Retirement certainly has not meant slowing down
for Muecke. As an agent, she had many opportunities to
travel and still has the bug to get out and see the world.
She recently returned from a week in Cancun with her
husband, and they have plans to travel to the
Dominican Republic this upcoming spring to do
mission work. Volunteering and being involved in the
community continues to be important to her. Muecke
(continued on page 11)

Chuck and Jan Muecke
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Greetings from the
Director of
Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving
I had an interesting
conversation with a WCSA
alumnus the other day. He
had heard that enrollment at Morris is up and that
dormitory capacity is full. He wondered if new
dormitories were going to be built, and if so, where
would they be constructed? He thought that perhaps
Blakely Hall (formerly Senior Hall) or Spooner Hall
might be demolished to make room for a new larger
dormitory.
I replied that we are happy that our enrollment
numbers continue to trend up, but if a new
dormitory were to be built on campus, it would not
be at the expense of existing structures. I reassured
him that the buildings around the mall are protected
because of their inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places. Even if they were not, I was
certain we would not tear down beautiful WCSA era
buildings. I was happy to assure him that his beloved
campus will be here much as he remembers it for
many years to come. It was also fun to share that a
new coffee shop is being constructed in the Student
Center and will soon be open for business. As a
nod to campus history, it will be named “Higbies”
in honor of the first WCSA superintendent. I hope
many of you stop by Higbies to check it out next time
you visit campus.
The July 16, 2011, All-School Reunion was
well-attended and enjoyed by all. More than 150
alumni gathered in the Student Center on campus
to reminisce and reconnect. A Promise of the Prairie
documentary telling the history of the campus,
including the Indian boarding school, the WCSA
boarding school, and University of Minnesota,
Morris was enjoyed in Edson Auditorium after the
annual meeting.
Issues of the WCSA AlumNEWS continue to be
available online at www.morris.umn.edu/alumni/ for
those interested in receiving it electronically. If you
would like to discontinue receiving a hard copy of the
AlumNEWS, please contact us to request that we remove
your name from the conventional mailing list.
You can call or email me anytime with questions,
concerns, or just to say hello. I always enjoy hearing
from alumni.

Carla Riley ’85

University of Minnesota, Morris
news briefs
Fall 2011 enrollment confirms growth trend
At 1822, the highest total in more than 10 years,
degree-seeking enrollment at Morris increased by 7.8
percent for fall 2011. The increase in degree-seeking
students plus nondegree-seeking students results in a
total enrollment of new and continuing students at
1,934. This fall, 936 students are living on campus,
and residence halls are at full capacity.
U.S. News and World Report honors UMM
UMM was named by U.S. News and World Report to
the Top-10 Public National Liberal Arts list. UMM was
also included on a list of colleges that recognize and
value “spirit and hard work” and “a broad, engaged
student body.”
UMM recognized for support of American Indian
students by Winds of Change
Winds of Change magazine named Morris one of the
top 200 institutions in the nation in support of
American Indian students, especially those studying in
science, technology, and mathematics.
Washington Monthly recognizes contributions to public
The Washington Monthly 2011 national ranking of
liberal arts colleges, which highlights colleges whose
students, faculty, and alumni provide “contributions to
public good,” includes Morris.
UMM noted as a “Cool School” for green initiatives
Sierra Club conducted a survey and completed a
ranking process of “Cool Schools,” and Morris is
included. Published in Sierra, Sierra Club hopes that
the ranking will act as a “guide for prospective students
who seek a way to compare colleges based on
commitment to environmentalism.” In addition, the
project serves as a reward to “institutions that work hard
to protect the planet.”
Center for Small Towns creates rural database
Kelly Asche, a Hancock native and graduate student
of the Humphrey School of Public Affairs, completed
an internship with the Center for Small Towns (CST).
Asche worked with CST and the Statistics Department
to set up a first of its kind computer portal that provides
rural data for small cities and townships.
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WCSA winter gatherings
in warm places

Greetings from the
Alumni Association
President

Whether you are a year-around resident of Texas
or Arizona, on vacation in the Southwest, or a winter
snowbird, you are invited to attend these warmweather locations West Central School of Agriculture
Alumni Association get-togethers.
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter Reunion
is planned for Monday, February 6, 2012. Gather
at 11 a.m. for conversation and a noon meal at the
ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort in Mesa, Arizona.
Everyone is invited. To make your reservation,
contact Ted Storck ’54 at arizonated@cox.net or call
623-266-4995. If you make a reservation, please
attend as the resort will charge for all reservations.
Directions: From US 60, exit on Soussaman Road,
north about three miles to University; right on
University; and left on Hawes Road. The resort is on
Hawes Road.
WCSA alumni and guests are invited to gather for
an informal Winter Texan Gathering at 11:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, February 15, 2012, at Gatti’s, 4100 North
Second Street in McAllen, Texas. No need to RSVP.
Just mark your calendars and join the fun. Call the
Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving at
320-589-6066 for more information.
The Class of 1954 and Class of 1955 Arizona
Winter Reunion will be gathering at the home of Ted
Storck ’54 in Surprise, but the date has not been
decided. For more information and the date, contact
Storck at arizonated@cox.net or call 623-266-4995
after January 1, 2012.

2011 Scholarship Recipient
Rachel Kroontje ’15,
Herreid, South
Dakota, (shown) and
Logan S. Hoehne ’15,
Frazee, are the
2011 recipients of
the Herb Croom
Endowed Scholarship.
Croom was assistant
professor and
principal at the
WCSA from 1943
until 1960.
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I want to thank the board for
having confidence in electing
me to head the WCSA Alumni
Association. I also must thank
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60 for an excellent job
leading the association for the past three years.
Without her leadership, many of our projects would
not have been accomplished.
A proposal to build a monument to WCSA
faculty and staff was submitted by several alumni.
Due to certain restrictions and other concerns, the
board voted not to proceed. Instead, the board was
enthusiastic about a project honoring WCSA history
to be located in the courtyard near the welding shop,
behind Engineering, now the Welcome Center. No
decision was reached. Research will continue.
With sadness we recognize that the WCSA Alumni
Association will not go on forever. The youngest
graduates are in their 60s, so the board is, and has
been, considering the future of WCSA memories.
The WCSA Alumni Garden work will eventually
have to be turned over to the University or others.
Currently, WCSA alumni collaborate with University
staff to plant the garden. The University maintains it
over the summer at a cost to the alumni association
of about $500 per year, a bargain rate. The WCSA
Alumni Garden Endowment Fund has a balance of
$75,496.51, of which $18,163.79 is spendable.
AlumNEWS was discussed at our September
meeting. As the number of alumni decreases, there
will be a point when it will no longer be published.
When has not been decided. AlumNEWS funding
comes from the WCSA Alumni Association QuasiEndowment fund, which has a balance of $27,175.34,
of which $1,072.68 is spendable.
There was a loss of $1,083.40 at the 2011
reunion. The shortfall will be covered with funds
from the WCSA Alumni Association Quasi-Endowed
fund. The board said they felt we could not raise
prices for future reunions much more. The Herb
Croom Endowed Scholarship fund has a balance of
$39,866.57, with a spendable balance of $1,999.67.
Donations to these funds continue to be appreciated,
but the need is greatest in the newsletter fund.
I hope to see many of you at the Mesa winter
reunion and then the Texas reunion in McAllen.

Ted Storck ’54

Promise of the Prairie receives Communicators Forum Gold Award
Promise of the Prairie: Education in Three Acts, a
documentary created by University of Minnesota,
Morris Media Services, received the University of
Minnesota Communicators Forum’s Gold Award at
the 2011 Communicators Forum annual meeting.
The Gold Award in multimedia productions honors a
project that best embodies the University’s core values
of excellence, innovation, integrity, diversity, academic
freedom, collaboration, sharing of knowledge,
accountability, stewardship, and service.
The documentary explores three very different
educational institutions that have made their home on
the same plot of land—the Morris campus. In images
and voices, the documentary tells the story of Mother
Mary Joseph of the Sisters of Mercy who first broke the
prairie ground on the Morris campus, establishing an
American Indian boarding school in 1887. In 1910, the
University of Minnesota opened the WCSA high school
on the campus, erecting simple, sturdy Prairie School
buildings for teenagers learning modern farming
practices. Fifty years later, in 1960, the University’s
unique, new public liberal arts college brought young
adults to the rural campus.

2011 Promise of the Prairie Scholar
Alyssa Chaplin ’15, Vadnais Heights
Proceeds from the sale of DVDs of the documentary
created the Promise of the Prairie Scholarship,
which was awarded for the first time this fall. Copies
are still available, and all but $5 of your gift is taxdeductible within the fullest extent permitted by law.
The University of Minnesota Foundation will issue a
charitable gift receipt when your gift is received. For
more information about purchasing a DVD, please call
320-589-6386 or email koldenj@morris.umn.edu.

New board members and officers elected
During the annual meeting
of the WCSA Alumni Association
at the 2011 All-School Reunion,
Janice Berg Arneson ’55 and Jim
Dewey ’54 were re-elected to
serve a second term on the board.
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61
was elected to a first term.
Patricia fills a seat vacated by
Marion Thompson Davenport
who completed two consecutive
three-year terms. Marion also
served as vice president for several
years, and the WCSA Alumni
Association thanks her for her
service.
Officers are President Ted
Storck ’54, Secretary Janice Berg
Arneson ’55, Vice President
Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, and
Treasurer Will Grunewald ’63.

Front left to right: Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, Kay Noble
Mariotti ’58, Secretary Janice Berg Arneson ’55, and outgoing
President Carol Pederson Meyer ’60; Back left to right: President
Ted Storck ’54, Vice President Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, Jim
Dewey ’54, and Treasurer Will Grunewald ’63; Not pictured John
Peternell ’60
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Morris’s new wind turbine dedicated
University of Minnesota, Morris’s new wind turbine was dedicated
in September 2011. Several events were held in conjunction with the
celebration, including a 2K walk, an exhibition of artwork created by
area elementary and high school students, and a picnic.
The new turbine joins the West Central Research and Outreach
Center (WCROC) turbine on the ridge just east of campus. It stands
1,600 feet south of the WCROC turbine on city of Morris land. It is
10 meters taller and delivers 10 percent more power than the first
turbine. Together, the turbines provide an average of 70 percent of
campus electricity. On good wind days, that statistic climbs to more
than 100 percent, and electricity beyond what the campus can use “goes
out on the grid” for local use.
Chancellor Jacqueline Johnson says,“The new wind turbine advances
the campus goal of producing more energy than we consume. Financially,
the new turbine fixes our electrical cost for the next 20 years, and
environmentally, it reduces Morris’s carbon footprint. The new turbine
is an exciting, fiscally responsible, green solution of which both campus
and community can be proud.”

Welcome Center receives Sustainable Design Award
The Preservation Alliance of Minnesota (PAM),
celebrating its 30th anniversary, presented 15 projects
and individuals with a Minnesota Preservation Award.
The Awards recognize significant achievement in
historic preservation statewide and celebrate those who
have chosen to sustainably reuse and reinvest in existing
built resources. The Morris Welcome Center received
the 2011 Sustainable Design Award.
The Welcome Center is the former WCSA
Engineering building, build in 1915 and listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The judges stated,
“For forging a new path that recognizes the green value
of adaptive reuse, the respect for low-tech, sustainable
design features in historic buildings, and the sensitive
integration of high-tech energy-efficient systems,

we recognize the project participants with the 2011
Sustainable Design Award.”
Dave Aronson, project coordinator at Morris,
attended the awards celebration and commented, “It is
an honor for the University of Minnesota, Morris to be
recognized by the Preservation Alliance of Minnesota.
The Welcome Center has become all that we had
hoped it would be—a reflection of the campus’s past,
a comfortable workplace for today, and a model and
demonstration of the campus goals for sustainability
and energy efficiency.”
PAM is the statewide, private, nonprofit
organization advocating for the preservation of
Minnesota’s historic resources.

WCSA Engineering Garden, circa 1930

Welcome Center Garden now
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West Central School of Agriculture

Class of 1946
Front row from left: Deloris Jackson
Bertram, Arabelle Akerson Cawelti,
Joyce Braaten Wille, Gladys Olson
Pearson, Jane Melchert Dehne;
Back row: Clifford Swift, Bill Decker,
Les Dehlin, Phil Aune, Andy Brevig,
Donald Olson

Class of 1951
Front row from left: Marlene Benkowski Sand, Lois Winroth,
Marilyn Pattison, Lillian Luthi Mogler, Marion Thompson Davenport,
Joan Bauman Bruer, Dagny Brevig Schwendemann, Audrey Berg,
Kenneth Hedstrom, Hollis Dyer, Chester Larson;
Back row: Armin Jensen, Richard Carbert, Harlan Erlandson,
Orval Cawelti, Donald Davenport, Leon Hanstad, Gerald Freberg,
Bob Weber, Orville Koosman

Ila Mae Hormann Hervey '48, Jeanne Hahn Swartz '48, Carl
Hansen '45 and Ronald Hervey '48 enjoy viewing copies of
the WCSA Moccasin
Class of 1956
On floor from left: Peter Torvik, Gary Peterson,
Loren Maahs, Alden Ellingson, Owen Sivertson;
On Chairs: Gordon Swenson, Larry Soliah, Butch Polman,
Ernie Vaala,Paul Vogt, Ralph Ouse, Walter Gades; Standing
first row: Ruby Sivertson Torkelson, Arlene Stock Dosdall,
Irene Wulff Vold, Marci Knopp Hausauer, LaVonne Van
Wechel Fischer, Jane Vogt Fuhrman, Janice Finberg Frazier,
Mary Anderson, Shirley Hagen Wendland, Clifford Volkmann;
Back row: Joe Dewane, Bernie Pehl, Stan Skogen, Vergell
Berger, Ken Hintermeister, Dennis Weaver,
Phil Bruner, Don Pederson, Neil Jones, Eugene Fuhrman,
Allen Albertson, Doug Glesne
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2011 All-School Reunion Scrapbook
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Morning Brunch

Gordon Swenson ’56
generously donated
“Swamp Bear” and
Bearman to the WCSA
during the All-School
Reunion.

Class of 1960
Front row: Darrell Zimmerman, Nathalie Stock, Linda Vogt Cole, Sharon Skrove Lacey, Judi
Zimmerman Gregory, Patricia Lesmeister Nelson, Joyce Aswege Rund, Joan Henderson
Swendsrud, Dale Webb, Jerome Schuelke
Center row: James Renelt, Ronald Larson, Dennis Delzer, Norman Commerford, Larry
Peterson, Leland Smith, Rick Mathias, Brad Jeitz, Richard Walvatne
Back row: Harvey Koehl, John Terfehr, Orrin Cole, Donald Anderson, Loren Thormodson,
Dennis Schmidgall, Clifford Timm, John Burkard
Photo credit: Danter’s Photography

Bernie Pehl '56 and Janice Pehl

Paul Vogt '56 and Darlys Vogt

Norman “Jack” Commerford ‘61, Larry
Affield ‘59, and Joyce Rund ‘61
Judi Webb and Dale Webb '61
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Class News
Roy A. Jesness ’32, Morris, passed away in August 2009.
Arden Ostergaard ’38, Roseville, passed away in
May 2010.
Alice Amundson Gronseth ’39, formerly of
Rothsay and Edinburg, Texas, passed away July 16
in Fergus Falls.
Donald Peterson ’41, Montevideo, passed away in
March 2011.
Late word has been received that Hazel Koons ’42,
Brainerd, died August 2007.
Eldren Lichtsinn ’43 and wife Mavis, Wheaton,
observed their 60th wedding anniversary with a family
dinner in July 2011 at the American Legion Dining
Room in Wheaton. Their actual wedding date is
June 16, 1951.
Rachel Blakesley Martin ’46, Morris, passed away
in July 2011. She is survived by seven children, nine
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by her husband, Wilmer,
and one grandchild.

Donald Wilke ’47, Murdock, passed away
December 2009.
Francis “Frank” Lembcke ’47, Morris and Apache
Junction, Arizona, passed away in September 2010.
He is survived by his wife, Eileen Lembcke, and
five children.
Arlene Akerman Munyon ’48 reports that she is
currently working 18 hours per week at Experience
Works at Butte Housing (low income rentals and
affordable housing).
Mervin Johnson ’48, Brooten, passed away in March
2011. After graduation, he farmed the home farm of
his great-grandparents who homesteaded in 1865. He is
survived by his wife, Delores, three children, and nine
grandchildren.
Carroll Chapman ’48, Benson, passed away in
December 2009. He is survived by four children,
eleven grandchildren and, fourteen greatgrandchildren.
Elaine Larson Batterson ’49 has moved into a senior
housing complex. She is enjoying her new residence
and would enjoy hearing from old classmates. Her new
address is 14905 Bothell-Everett Hwy, Apt 207, Mill
Creek, WA 98012.
Late word has been received that Arlys J. Zimmerman
O’Connor ’50, Big Stone City, South Dakota, passed
away in June 2007.
Russell Stier ’51, Hoffman, passed away in April 2010.
Douglas Koehl ’51, Hancock, passed away in
September 2011. He is survived by his wife, Maxine, two
brothers, including Arnold Koehl ’59, four sisters,
including Marilyn Koehl Banwart ’53, Rebecca Koehl
Banwart ’55, and Charlotte Koehl Werpy ’62.

2011 Scholarship recipients

Jesse Jones ’12, Minnetonka, (left), Kaitlyn A.
Steward ’15, Ironton, and Micayla Thebault-Spieker
’14, Sebec, Maine, (right), received the 2011 Erma
Erickson Memorial Scholarship established by the
late George Erickson ’53 in memory of his wife.

Robert Sulflow ’54, Maynard, passed away September
2011 at his home. He is survived by his wife, Gloria,
seven children, sister Karen Sulflow Johnson ’57, and
two other sisters.
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Karen Lawrence Zurn ’54, Coal Valley, Illinois,
passed away September 2011. She was predeceased by
husband Roger ’52.
Bradley J. Smith ’57, Rapid City, South Dakota,
died at his home in June 2011. Survivors include his
wife, Mary Ann, five daughters, two sons, seventeen
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
Chuck Spohr ’57, Morris, writes, “I really appreciated
the opportunity to share the story of my heart
transplant in the last edition. My story is one that I
hope will encourage others who struggle with various
issues. I would like to thank all the Aggies who
contacted me as a result of the article. I received calls,
cards, and even visits from former schoolmates and
teachers. The prayers and love that have been sent my
way have been overwhelming at times.”
Merlyn Sachs ’58, Appleton, passed away in
December 2009.
Robert Stock ’58, Fergus Falls, passed away in
September 2011. Robert farmed with his father and
brother, retiring in 1991. Survivors include brother
Dennis Stock ’57 and three children.

Chuck Spohr ’57 and Norma Miller Bradow ’60
visited with Carla Riley at the Welcome Center.
Patricia Ann Berger ’59, Alexandria, passed away
in September 2011. She is survived by husband,
Verdell ’56, and two children.
Harold Hegreberg ’60, Paynesville, formerly of the
Spicer-Willmar area, passed away in June 2011.

Each spring, WCSA alumni volunteers plant the WCSA Alumni Garden on the Morris campus. The
beautifully designed flower garden surrounds a memorial to the WCSA students and alumni who served
in World War I, World War II, the Korean Conflict, and the Vietnam Conflict. Front from left: Harriet
Vaala Payne ’60, Carol Pederson Meyer ’60 and John Peternell ’60; back from left: Andrew Brevig ’46,
Reuben Luthi ’49, Tom Payne ’60, and Tex Larson ’55
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WCSA alumni receive 2011 Jefferson Award nominations
KSAX in Alexandria is a Jefferson Awards for Public Service partner. Each year, they invite nominations of
people who model and inspire volunteerism and public service in communities, workplaces, and schools. Janice
Berg Arneson ’55, Glenwood, and Marilyn Larson Pattison ’51, Elbow Lake, were finalists for the 2011 Jefferson
Award. With KSAX’s permission, we share their interviews and photos that you also can view at www.KSAX.com.
Jan Berg Arneson ’55
Healthy Youth—Healthy Communities, those are the
words Jefferson Award finalist Jan Arneson lives by. Jan
Arneson was nominated by a ninth grader at Minnewaska
Area High School, who says that this woman definitely
changed her life.
Jan Arneson says, “You know you never know when
you are giving a child something special. So, I’m really
quite excited about her nominating me, and I’m trying
to figure out why.”
Why? It might be due in part to all the children’s lives
Jan has changed. Especially through tutoring them.
“Some of them come from drug rehab. Some are
involved in teen pregnancies, but it is so important for
me that they excel. We need to get every kid doing the
best they can. And it’s such a reward to see. And then, of
course,I get to love them so much— they’re like my
grandchildren,” says Jan.
Marilyn Larson Pattinson ’51
It seems everyone in Elbow Lake had something nice
to say about Marilyn Pattison.
According to Marilyn Pattison, volunteering is a
family thing that she’s enjoyed for many years. She says,
“I gain much more than I give by volunteering, and it’s
just the enjoyment of serving other people and serving
my church.”
Along with her church, Marilyn’s actively involved
with the Bargain Bazaar downtown, and after her battle
with breast cancer in 1983, she became a Road to
Recovery visitor.
Marilyn says, “I would go and visit newly diagnosed
breast cancer patients and then give them support and
information and help them through their crisis.”
Jean Wick who nominated Marilyn says, “When she
hears of someone who has been struck with cancer, she is
the first one to give a call and support those people.”
Along with the American Cancer Society, Marilyn is
no stranger to the Community Healthcare Auxiliary.
“I know between Bargain Bazaar and the healthcare
auxiliary, they’ve donated $50,000 to our Prairie Ridge
hospital, which is very good! Takes the pressure off our

Along with being a child advocate, Jan started a
clothing drive 32 years ago that is still going strong today.
“I got a hold of all my friends, and they would bring
car loads of clothing, and we just made this into a
Boutique! We would have at least 2,000 articles of
clothing.”
Jan is so passionate about helping people. She’s done
it for 52 years with no plans
of slowing down. Especially
not with the children.
“I’m compelled—I’m just
compelled to do it! I wake up
every morning thinking about
them and wondering how they
are doing. It was just that
Jan Berg Arneson ’55
purpose I think in ’59 that I
and David Arneson
just had to do this!”

Marilyn Larson Pattison ’51, center
hospital,” says Jay McNamar who is the mayor of Elbow
Lake. He also nominated her.
Jean also says, “And when you’re working down there
volunteering and you run into trouble, just call Marilyn,
and she comes right down.”
It seems she’s always willing to help, and on top of
that, she’s a master gardener and helps plant flowers and
keeps downtown Elbow Lake cheerful and inviting.
“She’s been a leader in taking care of that. Marilyn is
one of the reasons that Elbow Lake is a great community
to live in, raise a family, and retire in…. And, we’re
proud of Marilyn and everything she’s done for Elbow
Lake,” adds Jay.
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Muecke ’58 continued from page one

Calendar of Events

and her husband are
involved with Mealson-Wheels to provide
meals to families in
their community on a
weekly basis.
Muecke’s spunk
can also be seen in her
square dancing. Her
husband, Chuck, who
she married in 1997,
has been a square
dance caller for 15
years, and they have been dancing together for 20 years.
They also enjoy the great outdoors through geocaching,
a treasure hunt of sorts that uses the technology of GPS
to locate caches. They have found caches in more than
three countries and 24 states.
With such a collection of activities and
commitments it is amazing she keeps on, but she says,
“I believe my time as an Aggie was a large influence on
my attitude, and attitude can make or break you.

February 6, 2012
Arizona All-School Winter Reunion at 11 a.m. at
the ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort at 8350 East
University Drive in Mesa
February 15, 2012
Winter gathering at 11:30 a.m. at Gatti’s in
McAllen, Texas
May 25, 2012
WCSA Alumni Garden planting at 10 a.m.
Spring 2012
Board meeting date, time, and location TBD
July 2012
West Central Research and Outreach Center
(WCROC) Field Day from 8 a.m. until noon, date
TBD
July 21, 2012
WCSA All-School Summer Reunion
July 26, 2012
WCROC Horticulture Night from 5 until 9 p.m.

Courtney Driessen ’12, Blooming
Prairie, is a student writer in the
Office of University Relations.
Class News
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so send us
your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or send
an email about your careers, families, travels, hobbies,
activities, and WCSA memories. We will include your
news in the next AlumNEWS issue. The deadline for
submission is April 1, 2012.
Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thanks to those who
have given in the past! We appreciate your donations.
Checks to support AlumNEWS should be made payable
to the University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to the
address at right.

like to discontinue receiving a printed newsletter,

Class
announcement
please contact
us to request that we remove yourfor
name
from the conventional mailing list. The newsletter,
Summer
Reunions
photos, and a history
of the WCSA can be found on
the WCSA website at morris.umn.edu/WCSA.
AlumNEWS is produced by the Office of Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving. It is available in alternative formats
upon request. Class news, donations, comments,
corrections, or questions may be directed to:

WCSA Web page
The WCSA AlumNEWS is available online for those
interested in electronically receiving it. If you would
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Carla Riley ’85
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu

WCSA Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Ted Storck ’54, president
19176 North Cathedral Point Court
Surprise, Arizona 85387-8249
623-266-4995
arizonated@cox.net

Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267-2134

Address Service Requested

Eldon “Tex”Larson ’55, vice president
2595 330th Ave
Rothsay, Minnesota 56579-9209
218-867-2674
Janice Berg Arneson ’55, secretary
25587 Nordic Point Drive
Glenwood, Minnesota 56334-3393
320-239-4491
Wilbur Grunewald ’63, treasurer
9833 Oakland Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420-5052
952-881-3809
James Dewey ’54
707 W Stanton Ave
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-2511
218-736-4843
Kay Noble Mariotti ’58
7344 Howard Lane
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55346-3033
949-394-4570
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61
1000 Park Ave
Morris, MN 56267-1859
320-585-1935
John Peternell ’60
35747 County Road 10
Albany, Minnesota 56307-9395
320-845-2334
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308
320-763-5814
Legislative Interface and
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309
218-747-2121
The University of Minnesota, Morris
is an equal opportunity
educator and employer.
Printed on recycled and recyclable paper
with at least 20 percent postconsumer waste.

The University of Minnesota, Morris’s new Cougar mascot, Pounce,
poses on the steps of the Multi-Ethnic Resource Center (Music Hall).

